
Texas Master Naturalist Program  
Cradle of Texas Chapter

General Meeting and Advanced Training
Wednesday, November 13, 2019

First Presbyterian Church
130 S. Arcola St., Angleton, 77515

8:30 – 9:00 AM

9:00 – 9:50 AM

9:50 – 10:00 AM

10:15 – 12:00 PM

Fun and Fellowship
Snack Team:  Ellen and Michael Lasseter, Kim Richardson, Larry Ruhr, 

Kristine Rivers, Bill Ahlstrom, Rose Wagner

General Membership Meeting 
This meeting is approved for 1.00 hour volunteer time

Nature Notes
Speaker: Chip Sweet
Topic: Tardigrades

Advanced Training
Speaker  April Russell, Sea Center Texas
Topic: Zooplankton

Zooplankton is a categorization spanning a range of 
organism sizes including small protozoans and large 
metazoans.  Although zooplankton are primarily 
transported by ambient water currents, many have 
locomotion, used to avoid predators or to increase prey 
encounter rate.

Just as any species can be limited within a 
geographical region, so are zooplankton. However, 
species of zooplankton are not dispersed uniformly or 
randomly within a region of the ocean. As with 
phytoplankton, ‘patches’ of zooplankton species exist 
throughout the ocean.

Through their consumption and processing of 
phytoplankton and other food sources, zooplankton 
play a role in aquatic food webs, as a resource for 
consumers on higher trophic levels (including fish), and 
as a conduit for packaging the organic material in the 
biological pump. Since they are typically small, 
zooplankton can respond rapidly to increases in 
phytoplankton abundance for instance, during the 
spring bloom.

—Wikipedia....

April Russell has worked at Sea Center Texas since March 
2019. She received her bachelor’s degree in biology from 
Abilene Christian University as an honors graduate. She then 
went to earn her master’s degree from Texas A&M University in 
Corpus Christi in marine biology, where she spent two and a 
half years working on her master’s thesis on the synergistic 
effects of rising temperature and ocean acidification on early 
development of marine invertebrates. 

Upon graduation, April was hired as part of a grant funded 
project studying the prospect of utilizing local marine 
phytoplankton as a biofuel source. After moving to Dallas to 
support her husband’s educational goals, April spent seven 
years teaching both college and high school level courses. 

In 2017 they sold their house and moved to south Texas to 
pursue their dream careers. April had just begun volunteering 
for Sea Center Texas when she accepted a position to work at 
a fish hatchery in Alaska’s interior in 2018 and spent six months 
studying and raising sockeye salmon. Upon her return, a 
position opened with TPWD at Sea Center Texas and it was 
meant to be. 


