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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT MIKE                       MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By Jerry Eppner, Membership Coordinator

facebook.com/TMN.COT

AAAHHHHHHHHHH….. Fall. Finally the cool 
air is starting to creep back into our neck of 
the woods. Since Gerald, Kirby and I are on 
the northern end of the county we will get the 
brunt of these fresh cold fronts before the 
rest of you. But we will stand tall and bravely 
accept what Mother Nature throws our way. 

We are in the transition time as the Arctic 
birds come south and ours go souther (a new 
word I made up).  Red drum are spawning.  
White-tailed deer are breeding. This is a 
great time to be outdoors as the temperature 
gets more comfortable.

Everything is in a frenzy of activity getting 
ready for winter. Our chapter now begins its 
fall/winter schedule with DEEP, HWEEP, 
KBR Kids Day in Houston and everything 
else going on. We have several “hands in the 
dirt” projects going or proposed with the 
wetlands and milkweed and prairie rescue.

We are fortunate that as a chapter we 
have more opportunities than we can actually 
do. Please check the calendar and help when 
you can. Time is our most precious 
commodity. Give of it wisely and enjoy. 

—Mike....

Mike Mullins is the President of the Cradle 
of Texas Chapter.  He can be reached at 
mcmprm@embarqmail.com

As of September 29, 63 members have 
submitted time sheets with a total of 7574 
hours of Volunteer Time.  The chapter has 
now accumulated 141,854 hours of Volunteer 
Time since inception.  

Still a little slow on time sheet submissions, 
but I am hoping once the fall volunteer 
season gets into full swing, members will 
remember their obligations and get those 
hours coming in.  One can always hope, 
right?  

This month another 2014 intern has 
certified.  Hope Cepak achieved that 
milestone.  Congratulations, Hope!

Recertifying for 2014 are Ed Johnson and 
Donna Graham.  Donna also reached the 
250-hour.VT milestone.  Well done.

So if you haven’t turned in a timesheet yet 
for 2014 or haven’t done so in quite a while, 
now would be an excellent time to do so.

Birdbanding at XHX 2014.  
For more photos of XHX 2014 see page 11.

Photo: GCBO
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Mary Carol Edwards is the 
coordinator for the stormwater 
wetland program at the Texas 
Coastal Watershed Program 
(TCWP), a part of Texas Sea Grant 
and Texas A&M Extension Service. 
After several years of assisting with 
TCWP’s wetland restoration 
program, Mary Carol is now working 
to demonstrate the benefits of 
designing wetlands into flood control 
basins in the lower Galveston Bay 
watershed.  Mary Carol Edwards

Through stormwater wetlands in public parks and other 
places, we can improve water quality, provide bird and wildlife 
habitat, and create places of recreation and enjoyment.

Mary Carol is a Houston native. She has a BA in Biology 
and an MA in Architecture from the University of Houston and 
enjoys bringing both disciplines together in TCWP projects.

Current stormwater wetlands projects include the Kost 
pond stormwater detention basin in Alvin, the Pearland Nature 
Center, Exploration Green in Clear Lake City, and Clear 
Creek ISD Exploration Village.

The TMN-COT Chapter recently created a partnership 
with the Texas Coastal Watershed Program to support the 
development of stormwater wetlands at the Pearland Nature 
Center and the Kost pond stormwater detention basin in Alvin. 

The Texas Coastal Watershed Program (TCWP) 
provides knowledge to local governments and citizens 
about the impacts of land use on watershed health and 
water quality on the Texas Gulf Coast. TCWP is a 
cooperative educational and outreach effort between  
Texas Sea Grant and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service.  It is affiliated with the national NEMO program 
(Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials). 

NEMO was created in the early 1990’s to provide 
information, education and assistance to local land use 
boards and commissions on how they can 
accommodate growth while protecting their natural 
resources and community character. The program was 
built upon the basic belief that the future of our 
communities and environment depend on land use, and, 
since land use is decided primarily at the local level, 
education of local land use officials is the most effective, 
and most cost-effective, way to bring about positive 
change.

NEMO was unique and innovative in several ways: 
in its use of geographic information system and remote 
sensing technology as educational tools; in its promotion 
of land use planning rather than mechanical devices as 
the primary weapon against water pollution, and; in its 
steadfast focus on local land use decision makers as the 
primary target audience. More than a decade later, 
these concepts are not nearly so radical, and 
communities across the state are changing the way they 
plan, regulate and build their landscapes—assisted by 
the information and education of the NEMO Program. 

The NEMO program is based at the University of 
Connecticut, 

http://nemo.uconn.edu/about.htm

Texas Master Naturalist Program
Cradle of Texas Chapter

General Meeting and Advanced Training
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 
AgriLife Building, Angleton
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Speaker  Mary Carol Edwards, Stormwater wetland program Coordinator, TCWP

Topic: Stormwater wetlands.
This training is approved for Advanced Training credit.  The number of approved hours 

will be announced at the meeting and will be available after the meeting at 
http://tmn-cot.org/Advanced/index.html

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

General Meeting
This meeting is approved for 1.00 hour Volunteer Time.

9:00 AM - 9:50 AM

Fun and Fellowship
Refreshment Team: Mary Helen Israel, Kirby Rapstein, 

Carolyn Schlein, Louis Peltier 

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM

      Current stormwater wetlands projects include Pearland
Nature Center, Exploration Green in Clear Lake City, and
Clear Creek ISD Exploration Village.
      The TMN-COT Chapter recently created a partnership
with the Texas Coastal Watershed Program to support the
development of stormwater wetlands at the Pearland 
Nature Center.
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A Request from the Nominating Committee
By Barbara Burkhardt, Chair 

It's the time of year when the Executive Board begins to 
plan for a smooth transition to the upcoming year. The 
Nominating Committee members are Leo Novak, Elaine 
Crews and me.  We would like to hear your ideas regarding 
Chapter  members that you believe would be able and willing 
to serve the Cradle of Texas Chapter in 2015. 

Your suggestions will be a great help to us in selecting the 
2015 Slate of Officers.  The incumbent President and Vice-
President are unable to serve again due to term limits (two 
consecutive years) set by our Policies and Procedures.  

All information shared with us will be confidential.  Here is 
contact information for the committee members:

Barbara Burkhardt, Chair
979 297-4386
bburkhardt@sbcglobal.net

Elaine Crews   
281-756-0434
crewstx@aol.com

Leo Novak
979-297-9827
lrnovak@swbell.net. 

A Thank-You Letter from Danbury ISD
From: Ace Filipp
Date: September 23, 2014, 3:30:00 PM CDT
To: Ruby Lewis <rubylewis77515@ymail.com>
Subject: Thank you again!
Dear Ms. Lewis and the Brazoria County Master Naturalist 
Volunteers,

I wanted to thank you again for taking the time out of your 
busy schedules to come share you knowledge with the 
students and teachers of Danbury Elementary.  The Monarch 
program was a huge success and we could have not done it 
without your help. 

We loved having you all visit the school and hope that you 
will come again.  If there is anything that I can do in return 
please let me know.   

Sincerely,
Ace J. Filipp
District Librarian
Danbury I.S.D.
979-922-8787

P.S. - Cathy is helping us to become a Monarch Weigh 
Station and we are very excited about this opportunity. 

Media Library Report
By Neal McLain, Editor

As many of our members know, our Chapter operates a 
Media Library.  It’s located in the Volunteer Office in the 
AgriLife Building in Angleton, north of Becky Duke’s office. 
Those of you who are members of the Brazoria County 
Master Gardeners Association may know this room as the 
“Garden Hotline” room.  But this room is available for all 
volunteers including Master Gardeners and Master 
Naturalists.

The TMN-COT Media Library is located on shelf on the 
south wall.   It includes books, pamphlets, pocket guides, 
research papers, CDs and DVDs. 

Every item in the library is available for checkout on an 
honor system.  If you borrow a book, just follow the 
instructions posted next to the books.

The library began a few years ago following the deaths 
of two of our members:

• Carl Dodson, Class of 2003
• Charles “Charlie” Clements, Class of 2010

After their deaths, their families donated their book 
collections to the TMN Cradle of Texas Chapter.

In the years since, several other members have donated 
additional materials — mostly books or electronic media 
(CDs or DVDs).

For a complete list of the library’s holdings go to:
http://tmn-cot.org/MediaLibrary/index.html

My thanks to Chapter member Barbara Bruyere, and to 
AgriLife Administrative Assistants Becky Duke and Tamara 
Tisdale, for their assistance in organizing the library and 
compiling the catalog of holdings.

October Volunteer Opportunities
Lots of volunteer opportunities coming up this month!
• DEEP – starts Tuesday October 14 – Brazoria NWR

Details - http://tmn-cot.org/DEEP/index.html
Schedule – See page 4 

• KBR Kids Day – Saturday October 18, Houston 
See page 5

• Stormwater Wetlands Workday – every Thursday
Details - http://tmn-cot.org/Calendar/index.html



DEEP Schedule 2014-15
By Tom Schneider, Outdoor Recreation Planner, Texas Mid-coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex

Most DEEP trips have been scheduled 
(except for Angleton ISD) for the dates 
listed below.  Not all schools have 
scheduled their dates, so there will be 
some additions and probably some 
changes.  Insofar as possible, these dates 
will be posted on the TMN-COT calendar:

http://tmn-cot.org/Calendar/index.html    
However, last-minute changes are 

possible so please check your email 
every day before you leave for the 
refuge. 

All DEEP trips take place on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at the Discovery Center at 
Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge unless 
otherwise noted.  Students should arrive at 
9:00 AM and leave at 1:30 PM.  Volunteers 
should arrive by 8:30 AM.   

If you’ve never been to the Discovery 
Center, see the map and photo below.  Or 
go to: http://goo.gl/maps/6lhAK

Be sure to bring a lunch! 

October  14  Tuesday A.P. Beutel Elementary  4th
October  28  Tuesday Lake Jackson Intermediate 7th
October  30  Thursday Lake Jackson Intermediate 7th
November 13 Thursday St Thomas   Houston Elementary  5th
November 18 Tuesday Lake Jackson Intermediate 7th
November 20 Thursday Lake Jackson Intermediate 7th
November   4 Tuesday Lake Jackson Intermediate 7th
November   6 Thursday Lake Jackson Intermediate 7th
December 11 Thursday S.F. Austin Elementary  4th
December 16 Tuesday West Columbia Elementary  5th
December   9 Tuesday Danbury Elementary  5th
January  No trips currently scheduled
February No trips currently scheduled
March 17  Tuesday Central 3rd Hudson Woods
April 18-19           Weekend Migration Celebration
April 28  Tuesday Freeport Intermediate 7th
April 30  Thursday Freeport Intermediate 7th
May 21  Thursday Bess Brannen Elementary  4th
May 26  Tuesday O.M. Roberts Elementary  4th
May 28  Thursday O.M. Roberts Elementary  4th
May   5  Tuesday Freeport Intermediate 7th
May   7  Thursday Freeport Intermediate 7th

Texas Master Naturalist Program – Cradle of Texas Chapter – Chapter News – October 2014

Discovery Center
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2014 KBR Kids Day on Buffalo Bayou
By David Plunkett
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KBR Kids Day 2013 from across the bayou
Numerous organizations participate in KBR Kids 
Day.  Exhibit booths flank both sides of the Sabine

Promenade from the Sabine Street bridge
to the Interstate 45 overpass.

Get ready for KBR Kids Day on Buffalo Bayou!
Saturday, October 18, 2014, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Sabine to Bagby-to-Promenade, Houston, Texas

National Wildlife Refuges in Texas
Houston   
Refuges included in Houston Urban Initiative ..

This will be the second year for the Friends of the Brazoria 
Wildlife Refuges (FOBWR) and volunteers from TMN-COT to 
participate in our largest educational outreach event.   
Attendance at the event last year was estimated to be 6,000 to 
8000 people.     

The theme for this year’s event is again “Wild in the City.”
We will again provide a big part of the “wild” with a major effort 
that includes two Birds of Prey Programs, all our reptiles 
(snakes, turtles and alligators), a Butterfly Encounter, 
signs/banners, and the FOBWR display board/literature.  

Participation in this event is a continuation of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s Urban Initiative.  This initiative  
recognizes that most people today live in cities and are 
unaware of the location or value of our national wildlife refuges. 

Six National Wildlife Refuges within 60 miles of the center of 
Houston are included in the Houston Initiative:

• Trinity River NWR northeast of Houston
• Anahuac NWR southeast of Houston
• McFadden NWR southeast of Houston
• Brazoria NWR south of Houston
• San Bernard NWR south of Houston
• Attwater Prairie Chicken NWR northwest of Houston
Volunteer needs are extensive.  More than 20 volunteers 

participated last year.  We plan to arrive about 9:00 AM to start 
setting up the butterfly enclosures, reptile area (chain on trees 
or posts in a large circle), banner, signs, and the display board.
We may also need some help with set up of the Birds of Prey 
Program area.   

The event starts at 11:00 AM and ends at 3:00 PM.  Then 
we get to take it all apart. Continued on Page 6

.......
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2014 KBR Kids Day on Buffalo Bayou CONTINUED

What is KBR?
KBR, Inc. (formerly Kellogg Brown & Root) is an American 
engineering, procurement, and construction company, 
formerly a subsidiary of Halliburton.  It traces its history back 
to 1901.  KBR manages large-scale construction projects 
such as airports, oil refineries, flood-control dams, electric 
power generation and transmission facilities.  KBR's corporate 
offices are located in the KBR Tower in downtown Houston.

http://kbr.com/

Photos from 2013 Kids Day

Left: Setting up the turtle exhibit.
Below left: FOBWR display board, with

Matt Jackson (President, Friends of
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge) and
Krissy Plunkett (Treasurer, FOBWR).

Right: Birds of Prey Program with Phil
Huxford (manager, Birds of Prey
program) and Igor (male vulture).

More photos: http://tmn-cot.org/KBR.html
Road map: http://goo.gl/maps/PXcYz
Website: http://tinyurl.com/BBP-KidsDay

Texas Master Naturalist Program – Cradle of Texas Chapter – Chapter News – October 2014

Photo: Pete Romfh

KBR Kids Day Site

PARKING
Come early to get a parking spot!
Park anywhere in Lot C or Lot H 
except for the southernmost dozen 
spaces in Lot H (marked in red) –
they’re reserved for food vendors.

This event is approved by TMN-COT for Volunteer Time, and appropriate travel time, if you participate in the planning 
and execution of the event and interact with visitors during the event.   This event is not approved for VT if you just show 
up as a member of the public. This event is not approved for AT or IT.   Timesheet code: USFWS 
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Tockonhono Naturalist
The Mystery at the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory

By Chris Kneupper

During visits to the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory (GCBO), 
I had seen an unusual plant growing in the boggy areas of 
the woods around the clearing where their butterfly and 
hummingbird plantings are located.  Specifically, there 
was a large thick patch in the spring of 2013 at the edge 
of the woods directly across the gravel entrance road 
from the GCBO office building, and also scattered 
specimens nearby along the board walk just east of this 
road.  The GCBO staff and others said that butterflies and 
larvae of the Black Swallowtail (Papilio polyxenes) had 
covered the plants at times, piquing my interest.  The 
plant had the appearance of dill, and also a dill-like smell 
when the seeds and stems were crushed. But what was 
this unusual plant, that was apparently being used as a 
host plant by the Black Swallowtail?

Unknown “dill‐like plant” at GCBO

By the end of the summer, little trace of the plants 
remained except a few dry brown stalks and small onion-
shaped seeds at the ends of a few of these stalks, amidst 
now-taller weeds.  Realizing that the time for action was 
now (drum roll, please!), I surreptitiously took some of 
these few remaining dry seeds, placed them in a small 
Ziploc bag and refrigerated them.  

I was hoping to grow out some plants, and use them to 
identify the species at a later time, since most of the evidence
for the plant had disappeared by that time.

Through fall and into winter, I consulted the GCBO staff and 
local plant experts like Kirby Rapstein, but no one knew what 
this plant was.  The mystery deepened!  My butterfly book 
said that the Black Swallowtail’s host plants are “Carrot, 
parsley, dill, celery, fennel, prairie parsley, and other 
members of the parsley family, Apiaceae”.  Little help 
narrowing it down here, but at least we probably had the 
family!

Come early spring, I eagerly planted some of the seed in little 
peat pots with the best potting soil I could find.  But, alas, they 
did not come up and they did not come up.  Finally, once the 
weather become reliably warm, a few grass-like seedlings 
emerged, and I moved them over to 1-gallon pots.  They grew 
very slowly at first, sprouting additional small leaves that 
resembled those of the carrot.  By July, though, they had 
grown up, dried out and were only dry stalks with a few seeds 
attached.  The technical word was they had “senesced”. 
Seeds were collected and stored again in the refrigerator.

In May 2014, I had noticed similar but full-grown plants along 
a county road near my home.  They tended to favor the shady 
spots which were at the bottom of boggy roadside ditches, 
often growing in a thick patch.  I found similar patches at low 
spots at the Betty Brown Unit (in the slough next to the 
boardwalk) and also the Big Oak Trail at San Bernard 
National Wildlife Refuge (beside the boardwalk just after the 
power line right-of-way).  Taking a specimen to Thomas 
Adams (botanist for Mid-Coast Wildlife Refuges), he thought it
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Tockonhono Naturalist, continued

might be ...…….... (wait for it, wait for it) …………..

….. Finger Dogshade (Cynosciadium digitatum).

Consulting the Flora Of Texas database at the Plant 
Resources Center at this website: 
http://orchid.biosci.utexas.edu/Texas_II.html ….
…. by searching for all specimens in the family Apiaceae 
in Brazoria county, it was found that this species had 
been reported from the county, but so had two other 
similar species: Prairie Dogshade (Limnosciadium 
pumilum) and Tansy Dogshade (Limnosciadium 
pinnatum).  

The USDA database was consulted at 
(http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CYDI2), 
which also indicated that Finger Dogshade was indeed 
found in our area:

Distribution maps from USDA database for Finger Dogshade

The key to separating this species from the other two 
dogshade species appears to be the shape of the seed.  
Finger Dogshade has an onion-shaped seed with an oval 
cross-section and longitudinal ridges, while the other two 
species have similar but elongated seed with obvious hooks 
atop the seed.

Seed of Finger Dogshade (left) with L. pumilum and L. pinnatum

A nice drawing of Finger Dogshade was also found on a 
website for the Oklahoma Biological Survey, although 
originally from a manuscript by C. L. Lundell:

So, a positive identification has now been made for this 
mystery plant!  It is Finger Dogshade.  Carol Jones at GCBO 
has added it to their plant inventory.  A new web page for the 
species was created on 8-Jul-14 on the NPIN Database:
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CYDI2

Now, if I could only find specimens of those other two pesky 
dogshades!
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Photo Gallery Updates
by Peggy Romfh, Photo Gallery Editor

Thanks to Leo Novak, the Photo Gallery tree images have multiplied like a good crop of acorns. As fall weather comes 
and wind brings leaves and acorns to the ground, it’s time to review some of the wonderful oak trees found in Brazoria 
County. See the Photo Gallery for other oak trees observed in the county. The oak photos below were taken by Leo.

Bur Oak                Swamp Chestnut Oak                  Post Oak                                    Shumard Oak

Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa

Hudson Woods
The bur oak grows to a 

height of 50–80 feet with 
leaf size of 5–12 inches 
The leaves have 7-9 
rounded lobes.  The 
acorn is 1-2 inches long 
with a large, hairy cap. 
This native species lives 
to 150–250 years old. 
The oak is both  drought 
tolerant and fire 
resistant.. 

Swamp Chestnut Oak
Quercus michauxii

Camp Mohawk
The swamp chestnut 

oak grows to a height of 
50-80 feet with leaf size 
of 4-9 inches. The leaves 
are simple and oval with 
a wavy margin of coarse 
rounded teeth. The 
acorns are edible without 
boiling out the tannin. 
This native species lives 
to 150-200 years.

Post Oak
Quercus stellata
Camp Mohawk

The post oak only 
grows to a height of 25-
60 feet. Most are scrubby 
and only 25 feet tall but 
produce heavy acorn 
crops. The deeply lobed 
shape of the leaves 
suggests a Maltese 
cross. Leaves are 3-7 
inches long. This native 
species lives to 200-250 
years.

Shumard Oak
Quercus shumardii

Hudson Woods
The Shumard oak is 

one of the largest oaks in 
Texas, growing to nearly 
100 feet. The leaves are 
3-7 inches long with 
pointed lobes. This native 
lives to 150-200 years. 

The Shumard oak was 
named for B.F. Shumard, 
state geologist of Texas 
in the mid-1800’s.

There’s Quercus Among Us!

Invertebrates Hide on the Nash Prairie              Largemouth Bass Provide Angler Fun

The Gulf Coast Tick, Amblyomma maculatum , 
is a small to medium sized tick, body 3-7 mm long 
and 2-4 mm wide. The male (shown above), has 
elongated reddish-brown mottling. Gulf Coast ticks 
normally inhabit grassland prairies such as the 
Nash. These ticks transmit the pathogen Rickettsia 
parkeri to humans, a type of spotted fever 
(rickettsiosis). Recent studies report infection rates 
of greater than 20% in Gulf Coast ticks. 
(Source:  http://tickapp.tamu.edu/ticks/gulfcoasttick.php)

The White-lip Globe Snail, Mesodon thyroidus,
is found on low prairie vegetation and also in 
wooded areas. [Photos by P. Romfh]

This largemouth bass, Micropterus 
salmoides , was caught on Mallard Lake, 
Brazoria County, by Denice Apgar. A 
member of the sunfish family, largemouth 
bass are the top predators in the aquatic 
ecosystem and will feed on other fish and 
large invertebrates such as crayfish. 
(Source: 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/species/lmb/)

Giant Bristlegrass
Giant Bristlegrass or giant foxtail, Setaria magna, towers above 
the marsh by the Discovery Center at Brazoria NWR. 

[Photo by P. Romfh]
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Is it a Beak or a Bill??                                        The dictionary 
definition of a beak
is the bill of a bird; in 
particular a strong, 
short, broad bill; the 
elongated sucking 
mouth of some 
insects; rigid 
projecting mouth 
structures (as of a 
turtle); or a firm, 
tapering tip on 
certain plant 
structures, such as 
some seeds and 
fruits.

The word ‘bill’ has many meanings, one of which is ‘the jaws of a bird together with their horny covering.’ The photos 
above all show the way that bill and beak have become part of the master naturalist lexicon. At left is the horned 
beaksedge (AKA horned beakrush), Rhynchospora corniculata . This sedge was found growing in the wet ditch along 
Hwy 288B just north of Angleton. In the center are three terns recently spotted on the Texas City Dike each sporting its 
own colorful bill. The sandwich tern has a black bill with a pale yellow tip. The Royal tern has a bright, yellowish-
orange bill. The Caspian tern has a dark orange-red bill with a dusky black tip. At the right, the fruiting body of the 
Carolina Geranium, Geranium carolinianum (AKA Carolina Cranesbill) shows the long styles that resemble the bill of a 
crane. The geranium is widespread throughout Brazoria County.

TOUGH LOVE – A True Oystercatcher Story
Please, Mama, can I have 
some fish?

Time to leave the nest, son, 
and find your own food.

OK, OK, I’ll just go dig a hole in 
the sand and look for clams.

According to Susan 
Heath from GCBO, the 
adult oystercatchers may 
be encouraging the 
juveniles to fend for 
themselves to find a 
meal. This adult would 
not let the juvenile 
approach the fish while it 
was eating. The juvenile 
finally gave up and 
started digging in the 
sand for other food.

If You See a Banded 
Oystercatcher….

If you see an oystercatcher with 
leg bands, it was likely banded by 
Sue Heath during the spring and 
early summer months. If you can 
read the numbers on the bands, 
please consider reporting your find to 
her so she can learn where the 
banded birds are spending their fall 
and winter.

R5

Oystercatchers seen on the Texas City Dike in late September.

Girdlers Squeeze Tight…..

If you see small twigs and 
branches girdled on huisache (sweet 
acacia), mimosa, retama, or  ebony, 
it may be the work of a huisache
girdler, a long-horned, flat-faced 
beetle of the genus Oncideres , 
which means twig girdler. The female 
makes bites into the branch distal to 
the girdle and lays eggs into those 
bite sites. Severe girdling can 
disfigure trees. Damage appears 
mainly in late summer and fall when 
adult beetles are active.

This specimen was seen in late 
September at Quintana Neotropical 
Bird Sanctuary on a huisache tree.

Through the Camera Lens - Photos and Stories by P&P Romfh
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Above: Exhibit 
Pavilion
Left: Dave Brandes 
Below left: The new 
building: the Avian 
Conservation Science 
Center.
Right: TMN-COT 
exhibit booth with 
Gerald Forrest and a 
visitor
Below right: Friends 
of Brazoria Wildlife 
Refuges exhibit with.  
Marty Cornell and 
David Plunkett
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Xtreme Hummingbird Xtravaganza 2014
Photos by Peggy Romfh, Richard Schaffhausen and Neal McLain
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Editor’s note: the follow article was copied from the September 30 issue of iWire, the 
monthly e-Newsletter about invasive plants and pests in Texas, published by Invaders 
of Texas, 4801 La Crosse Ave., Austin, Texas 78739-1702 
https://email.fatcow.com/sqmail/src/webmail.php

Citizen Scientists of the Month: Chris and Carl Kneupper
By Texas Invaders

Chris Kneupper is a Texas Master Naturalist and 
native plant enthusiast in Brazoria County. He became a 
citizen scientist in August 2014 after an invasive species 
presentation by fellow Master Naturalist, Dave Brandes. 

Chris is passionate about conservation of native plants 
and thought mapping invasive plants would be a great 
father-and-son activity with his 14-year old, Carl. 
Together, they have used this opportunity to get outdoors 
and help conserve Texas' resources. He thought the use 
of the new mobile app would attract his son's attention 
and get him outdoors--away from video and phone 
games, while teaching the boy about conservation and 
invasive plants in Texas.

As part of Carl's Boy Scout Hornaday Badge awards, 
he is working together with his father to report 100 
invasive plant observations and also do some control 
work at the Camp Karankawa Boy Scout Camp with the 
goal to rid the "Nature Area" of the camp of all invasives.

Additionally, they are momentarily stopping along 
roadsides while traveling — working to document 
infestations in areas that have little data. On a recent trip 
to San Marcos from their home, they were able to 
document over 80 invasive species populations. 

Excellent work Chris and Carl! You both are wonderful 
additions to the Texasinvasives.org team!

If you would like to highlight a successful invasive 
species project or nominate a special person to be 
highlighted in an upcoming iWire, please send the details 
to iwire@texasinvasives.org. Photo Credit: Carl Kneupper, Cradle of Texas Invaders.

Giant reed, Arundo donax stand

Submitted Observations
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MASTER NATURALIST EMAIL LISTS 
 

TMN-COT Chapter list 
 Instructions http://tmn-cot.org/Email_Lists/index.html 
 Send messages to TMN-COT@googlegroups.com 
 Message Archive http://tinyurl.com/TMN-COT-Mail 
 All messages are sent immediately. 

 

State Master Naturalist list 
 Instructions http://txmn.org/staying-connected/sign-up-for-tmn-listserv/ 
 Subscribe listserv@listserv.tamu.edu 
 All messages are held for moderation by the TMN State Coordinator 

CRADLE OF TEXAS CHAPTER OFFICERS 
  

President Mike Mullins, Sweeny 
Vice President/Program Peggy Romfh, Houston 

Secretary Becky McClendon, Lake Jackson 
Treasurer Gerald Forrest, Damon 

State Representative Ed Barrios, Lake Jackson 
Past President Barbara Burkhardt, Lake Jackson 

Acting Training Coordinator Roy Morgan, Lake Jackson 
Membership Coordinator Jerry Eppner, Lake Jackson 

Volunteer Service Coordinator Pete Romfh, Houston 
Advanced Training Coordinator Tom Morris, Lake Jackson 

Outreach Coordinator Ruby Lewis, Angleton  
Chapter Host Jerry Krampota, Alvin 

Webmaster Neal McLain, Brazoria 
 Joycelynn Grigson, Angleton 

Breana Kitchen, Richwood  
 

 

Chapter Advisers 
Connie Stolte (Texas Parks & Wildlife Department) 
John O'Connell (AgriLife Extension Service) 
 

Newsletter Editor Neal McLain 

Newsletter Writers Barbara Burkhardt, Jerry Eppner, Mike Mullins, 
David Plunkett, Peggy Romfh, Tom Schneider   
 

Website http://tmn-cot.org 
  Facebook http://facebook.com/TMN.COT 

E-mail Listserv http://tinyurl.com/TMN-COT-Mail 
   

 

 

Class of 2014 representatives  
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